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FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2015

8:00                Breakfast

8:25 - 8:30    Opening Remarks  
     Becca Barnett (Mars, Inc.)

8:30 - 9:00         The Extra-Territorial Reach of Patent Law 
     Nicholas J. Landau (Bradley Arrant Boult 
     Cummings, LLP)

9:00 - 9:45         Ethics and Patent Law: Subject Matter Conflicts 
                and Other Concerns  
     John Jackson (Chambliss, Bahner & Stophel, P.C.)  

9:45 - 10:00       Morning Break     

10:00 - 10:45     Copyright Clearance and the Movies 
     Anita Modak-Truran (Butler Snow LLP)

10:45 - 11:15     Claim Construction and Function: An Update on 
     Means-Plus-Function Claims 
     Andy Pitchford (Waller Lansden Dortch & Davis LLP)

11:15 - 11:45      Your Patent vs. My Good Faith: Inducement to Infringe   
     Seth Ogden (Patterson Intellectual Property Law)

11:45 - 12:45     Lunch

12:45 - 1:40       Patent Litigation vs. IPR: A Panel Discussion  
     Moderated by Professor Richard Redano (University 
     of Tennessee School of Law) Nic Vescovo (Baker Donelson 
     Bearman Caldwell & Berkowitz, PC) Gary Montle
     (Patterson Intellectual Property Law) and Andrew Lake 
     (Pitts & Lake, P.C.)

1:40 - 2:15        The Intersection of Trademark Law and Entertainment 
     Professor Joseph Fishman (Vanderbilt University 
     School of Law)

2:15 - 2:30    Afternoon Break

2:30 - 3:00         Fee Shifting in the World of IP  
     Brian Iverson (Bass Berry & Sims)

3:00 - 3:40          Section 101: Rule 12(b) (6) and Other Defensive 
     Strategies 
     Jeffrey D. Blake (Merchant & Gould)

3:40 - 4:15    Copyright Law and the Sixth Circuit
     Paige Mills (Bass Berry & Sims)

4:15 - 4:40          Responding to Claims of the BSA
     Peter Brewer (Baker Donelson Bearman 
     Caldwell & Berkowitz, PC)
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TIPLA CONFERENCE FACULTY

Jeffrey Blake is a partner in the Atlanta office of Merchant & Gould.  
His practice involves all aspects of intellectual property litigation and 
counseling. Jeff’s experience includes representation of clients in the 
pharmaceutical and electrical arts at trial and on appeal before the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit. Jeff also has significant 
experience in post-grant patent review procedures, including numerous 
inter partes review proceedings. Jeff graduated from the University of 
Virginia, School of Law in 2000 and received his undergraduate degree 
from the University of Alabama in 1997.

Peter Brewer is a member of the Baker Donelson intellectual property 
group where he has a broad transactional IP practice. Peter holds a 
degree in petroleum engineering from Texas A&M University, and a law 
degree cum laude from South Texas College of Law in Houston. He is a 
former Briefing attorney to the Texas Supreme Court, and is a frequent 
speaker at seminars and conferences on intellectual property matters. 
Peter is an avid tennis player and a Dallas Cowboys fan.

Joseph Fishman’s research focuses on intellectual property, 
particularly its relationship to creativity and the creative process. His 
most recent work, “Creating Around Copyright,” published in the Harvard 
Law Review, examines copyright restrictions’ underappreciated upside 
for stimulating creativity among those who need to work around them. 
Professor Fishman joined Vanderbilt’s law faculty in fall 2015 after 
serving as a Climenko Fellow and Lecturer in Law at Harvard Law 
School. He earned his A.B. magna cum laude from Harvard College 
with a joint major in music and religion, his M.Phil. in musicology from 
the University of Cambridge, and his J.D. cum laude from Harvard Law 
School. After law school, he was a law clerk for Judge Jeffrey R. Howard 
of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the First Circuit and for Judge Miriam 
Goldman Cedarbaum of the U.S. District Court for the Southern District 
of New York. He practiced as an associate at Jenner & Block in the 
firm’s content, media and entertainment group, where he specialized in 
litigation involving the music industry, before entering the legal academy.

Brian Iverson is an Associate in the Washington, D.C. office of Bass 
Berry & Sims. He earned a B.B.A. at Belmont University and graduated 
magna cum laude from Pepperdine University, School of Law. Brian 
has handled a wide variety of matters, working with everyone from 
individual innovators to leaders at multi-billion dollar corporations; 
from back office employees to board members at both state-chartered 
and federally chartered banks in order to resolve disputes and obtain 
favorable outcomes. Brian is named as a “Rising Star” 2014-2015 by 
Super Lawyers, Washington D.C.

John Jackson is a Shareholder at Chambliss, Bahner & Stophel in 
Chattanooga, TN.  In over 25 years of practice, John has tried to verdict 
numerous civil cases, both jury and non-jury, and for nearly 20 years has 
focused his practice on representing innovators and business producers 
involved in intellectual property and other commercial litigation in courts 
throughout the United States.  Just as importantly, John counsels clients 
on how to protect their intellectual property and other commercial rights 
via best practices and by private, confidential arrangements that may 
include licensing, distributing or coexistence components. John is listed 
by the Tennessee Supreme Court as a Rule 31 General Civil Mediator.

Andrew Lake is a shareholder in the firm of Pitts & Lake.  He received 
a Master of Science degree in Electrical Engineering and a degree in 
Physics from Cleveland State University before earning his Law degree 
from the University of Akron School of Law and his MBA from John Carroll 
University.  Andrew worked for over 10 years as a computer programmer 
and electrical engineer for a precision manufacturer of medical devices 
in the areas of radiographic scanners, lasers, computer aided design and 
ultrasonic diagnostic equipment.

Nicholas Landau, Ph.D. is a Partner in the Birmingham office 
of Bradley Arant Boult Cummings. He has worked with patents in a 
broad array of technological disciplines and has extensive knowledge 
in the areas of biotechnology, pharmaceuticals, nutraceuticals, and 
environmental technology. Nicholas studied environmental microbiology 
at the doctoral level, earning a Ph.D. from Rutgers University. His 
graduate research analyzed the bacterial metabolism of hydrocarbon 
pollutants (bioremediation), and the metabolism of organisms in extreme 
environments such as volcanoes and deep-ocean hydrothermal vents. 
He has taught college-level and graduate-level classes in genetics and 
microbiology. Nicholas also earned a Master of Science degree from the 
University of Maryland’s program in Marine, Estuarine, and Environmental 
Science. His research there addressed the genetics and mechanisms of 
bacterial adhesion to surfaces. Nicholas is experienced in environmental 
law, having served for three years in the Chief Counsel’s Office at the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. He earned his J.D. at the University of 
Virginia, School of Law.

Paige Mills is a member of Bass, Berry & Sims and has practiced law 
in Nashville for more than twenty years. She concentrates her practice 
in complex business litigation and intellectual property and technology, 
and currently serves as co-chair of the firm’s Intellectual Property & 
Technology Litigation Group. Her practice includes litigating in all areas 
of intellectual property law and providing business advice in the area 
of trademarks, copyrights, trade secrets, advertising and the drafting 
and negotiating of agreements for the settlement of disputes and the 
exploitation of intellectual property. She is admitted in all Tennessee 
state and federal courts, the Sixth Circuit, the Trademark Trial and Appeal  
Board, the Federal Circuit, and the United States Supreme Court. While 
based in Bass, Berry’s Nashville office, she routinely practices in courts 
all over the country. She has been listed in Best Lawyers in America® 
since 2010 for Advertising Law, Copyright Law, Intellectual Property 
Litigation; and Trademark Law. She was also recently honored by the 
Nashville Business Journal as 2015’s Best of the Bar for the third time.

Anita Modak-Truran is a partner with Butler Snow LLP in Nashville,
Tennessee, where she heads the firm’s Entertainment and Media 
Industry Group. Her practice focuses on intellectual property litigation, 
where she represents film and television production companies and 
studios, record labels, digital entrepreneurs and artists in copyright, 
trademark and other IP disputes, as well as in the transactional 
components of the entertainment deal.  Anita also serves as an adjunct 
professor at University of Mississippi Law School, where she teaches 
law students on the complexities of the film deal.  A former movie critic 
for Mississippi Public Broadcasting and WAPT-News (an ABC-affiliate), 
Anita is president and chief executive officer of Questidore Entertainment.

Gary Montle has an Electrical Engineering degree and served as an 
intern with the WIPO in Switzerland before graduating from Vanderbilt 
University Law School. Gary has been with Patterson Intellectual 
Property Law since 2008. His practice focuses on the procurement and 
enforcement of intellectual property rights.  He regularly advises clients 
in both corporate and individual capacities throughout each stage of 
patent, trademark and copyright issues, including strategic portfolio 
development, scope of protection, licensing and enforcement.  

Seth Ogden Ph.D. joined Patterson Intellectual Property Law in 2015. 
After earning a Biology degree at the University of Virginia, he earned his 
Ph.D. in Cancer Biology at Vanderbilt then his JD at American University 
Washington College of Law. Seth has experience in patent infringement 
litigation and patent prosecution in the fields of biotechnology, 
pharmaceuticals, medical devices, industrial chemicals, software and 
electronic devices. Seth has also provided non-infringement and invalidity 
opinions and strategic positioning reports in the areas of biotechnology 
(diagnostics and biologics), pharmaceuticals, industrial chemicals and 
material science.

Mark (Andy) Pitchford graduated magna cum laude from the 
University of Kentucky with an Electrical Engineering major and 
Mathematics minor. He went on to graduate from the University of 
Kentucky, College of Law. He practiced law in St. Louis before moving to 
the Nashville area and joined Waller Lansden in January 2015.  Andy’s 
practice focuses on the preparation and prosecution of U.S., foreign and 
international patent applications in the electrical, software and mechanical 
arts. In addition to handling patents, Andy advises in the licensing of 
trademarks, copyrights, intellectual property portfolio management, and 
due diligence. His practice also includes appealing USPTO actions to the 
Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences as well as preparing claim 
construction briefs for Markman hearings. He is currently the Chairman of 
the Nashville Bar Association’s Intellectual Property Committee.

Richard Redano enjoyed a 26 year career as an IP attorney in 
Houston, Texas. His legal experience includes jury trials in every field of 
IP law, numerous Markman hearings, appeals to the Fifth and Federal 
Circuits, inter partes proceedings in the USPTO, and the arbitration of 
IP disputes. Richard began his legal career with Arnold, White & Durkee 
and spent his last eleven years in private practice as a partner with 
Duane Morris LLP.  Richard retired from private practice and relocated 
to Knoxville. Richard is now an adjunct professor at the University of 
Tennessee College of Law, where he teaches patent litigation. Richard 
earned a Bachelor of Science degree with high honors in nuclear 
engineering from North Carolina State University and his law degree from 
the University of Tennessee.

Nicholas Vescovo is an associate in Baker Donelson’s Memphis 
office. With a practice focused on the intersection of intellectual property 
and technology, Nicholas handles trademark, trade secret and copyright 
matters, as well as technology transactions and disputes. He has worked 
closely with a variety of clients, ranging from multi-national corporations 
to start-ups and emerging companies. He earned his Biology degree at 
the University of Memphis and his law degree cum laude at the University 
of Memphis Cecil C. Humphreys School of Law. Nicholas was named a 
2014 Mid-South Rising Star by Mid-South Super Lawyers.



REGISTRATION FORM

_________________________________________________
Name

_________________________________________________
Firm or Organization

_________________________________________________
Address

_________________________________________________
City    State   zip

___________________________
Phone

_________________________________________________
Email

Fee: Seminar: 

  ❍ $155 TIPLA Members 

  ❍ $195 Non TIPLA Members 

  ❍ $75  Non-Members and Students  

TIPLA Membership:    

  ❍ $40 (one time fee)
           
    
    TOTAL $______________

The registration fee includes tuition, materials, and Tennessee CLE 
credit fees. Please register in advance for space planning purposes. 
Make checks payable to Tennessee Intellectual Property Law Association.  

Mail checks and this registration form to:

   TIPLA
   c/o Jim Roberts
   Patterson Intellectual Property Law, P.C.
   1600 Division, Suite 500
   Nashville, Tennessee  37203

Further meeting information may be received by calling TIPLA 
Coordinator Jim Roberts at (615) 242-2400.

For more information on TIPLA, visit our web site at 
www.TIPLA.net.
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